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Includes 'CADMAN REQUIEM', Gavin Bryars' moving tribute 
to his sound engineer, Bill Cadmin, who died in the 
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your monthly exploration of new music 


12 Bites 

Anthony Rother Afro-German Electrician Justin Bennett Sonic architect Evil Dick 
Computerised snotshots Two Dollar Guitar Trans American Express 

16 John Cale 

When he came to write his autobiography, the Welsh dog of war had to return to the source of his traumas 
to resolve lifelong conflicts, among them Lou Reed and LaMonte Young. By Biba Kopf 

18 Undercurrents #1 

A series of articles uncovering the hidden wiring of 20th century music This month, Erik Davis heralds the 
dawn of the electrification of sound 

22 Invisible Jukebox: Jim O’Rourke 

Avant rock's favourite Chicago bear gives his verdict on tracks by Robbie Basho, Luc Ferrari, Fennesz, 
Kontakta, Ray Russell, Slint, John Zorn and more. Tested by Rob Young 

26 98 Rewind 

The results are in for the world’s most Wired end of year charts: here is where you will find all of 98’s most 
desirable discs, listed. Plus: writers and musicians reflect on the last 12 months of underground music activity 


34 David Sylvian 

For his latest journey into the interior of the soul, the former Most Beautiful Man in Pop has taken the long 
way round, via the Orient and the Pacific Coast Highway. By Rob Young 

40 The Primer: Turntablism 

Peter Shapiro backspins through a history of the turntable as instrument, from Grandmaster Flash to Invisibl 
Skratch Piklz, Christian Marclay to Otomo Yoshihide and beyond 
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47 Soundcheck January's selected albums and 12"s, including new releases from Art Ensemble Of Chicago, 
Boxhead Ensemble, Gavin Bryars, Don Caballero, Chicago Underground Duo, John Coltrane, Loren MazzaCane 
Connors, Alvin Curran, Cypress Hill, The Ex, John Fahey, Frederic Galliano, Herbie Hancock, Joe Harriott, Tetsu 
Inoue, Bob Marley, Harry Partch, Praxis, Psychic TV, RZA, David Shea, Two Lone Swordsmen, Tom Ze and more 
66 Print Run An index of banned music: Varese and Xenakis at the 1958 Brussels World Fair, Black Metal 
exorcised, John Barry idolised; Roxy Music critiqued 70 Multimedia Digital dealings at the Dutch Electronic 
Arts Festival 72 On Location Harry Partch in Huddersfield; Godspeed You Black Emperor', Plastikman, Pole 
and LaMonte Young in London; No Neck Blues Band in New York; Pierre Henry in Paris 


4 Editorial 6 Letters 8 Soundings This month’s festivals and special events 10 Fast 
Tracks Red Crayola • Bart Hopkm 46 Charts 64 Label Directory 76 Out There 

Return Of The DJ CD Si Epiphanies • . . ' lie Neubauten bring the house down 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonhne.co.uk. Please include a full 
name and address, Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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Festivals, happenings and special events 
























fast _ 
tracks 


A monthly brace of quick fire interviews 
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Anthony Rother 

Nuevo Electromeister 


Call it Afro-Germanic. The classic interface of chilly 
European machine-precision and sinewy US funk, 
Electro is the most enduring and fascinating of musics, 



Following the release of Sex With The Machines, 
Rother released the Red Ught District EP, which offset 
sleazy funk with mournful strings and square wave 


reworking of Kraftwerk’s “Trans Europe Express”. "My 
publishing company suggested I should do a whole 



particular remix project, however: 'I met [ex-Kraftwerk 
percussionist] Karl Bartos and he said he'd heard it. I 


For now Rother is busy working on an LP to follow up 
his most recent EP, Little Computer People. “It*s more of 
a retro sound, there's more singing and cheesy 
melodies," he remarks. 'But I’ve never done an Electro 
record because its in to do them, its just lucky that now 
is the right time" MKE SHALLCROSS Little Computer 


Justin Bennett 

Sound city architect 



His work might sound dry in his description, but when 
his 3" CD The Mosques Of Tanger was reviewed in The 
Wire 170, it elicited more inquiries from readers than 
almost anything else released this year. 

Though little known in the UK, Bennett hasn't 

Hula and The Anti Group. Now he is a member of BMB 
Con., an elusive performance collective based in the 
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demons. Interview: Biba Kopf 


thru pain 





























Undercurrents #1 : a series of articles uncovering the hiddem 
of sound, via the maverick experiments of Guglielnjd<Marconi, 




















records which they're asked to identify and 
comment on — with no prior knowledge of what 
they’re about to hear. This month it’s the turn of.. 








invisible jukebox 





invisible jukebox 


































Another 12 months have flashed by, and once again we’ve called on our 
ace team of writers and critics to vote for their Records of the Year. The 
results are displayed here, alongside our contributors’ personal pros and 
cons, plus, on pages 29 and 31, musicians reflect on 98 














































Ruskin, DJ Q-Bert, Miss Kitten, Claude Young doing HipHop! 






everywhere. The fact that Mark E Smith survived the year, icu 
at Tramps. New Belle & Sebastian on Virgin Airlines. Kiki & 
Herb butchering 'Fox In The Snow*. Desco's Super Soul Revue 

















LEPER SKIN 


JOHN MARTVN 


JULIAN COPE 
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JOHN CALE 














of Laura Ashley calm, 


ew grey: white shirt, black waistcoat, cropped hai 


Though he’s not of 
this earth, David 
Sylvian’s music has 
shadowed his spiritual 
quest for a place on it. 
It’s a difficult path, but 
his new album says it’s 
worth the struggle. 
Words: Rob Young. 
Photography: 


shrouded statue, concealed from public view for about as I 
underway for Albert’s gaudy, laser-daubed unveiling. 

unnatural," he says, by way of justifying his long periods of i 


Kensington Gore, I've just sweated past my first 
3ved Albert Memorial with its architecturally 
Dlic view for about as long as its taken for David 

























the 

primer 


A bi-monthly series in which we offer a beginner’s guide to the must- 
have recordings of some of our favourite musicians (or genres), This 
month, Peter Shapiro back-spins through a history 
of Turntablism Illustration: Savage Pencil 



Retrospective Concert Of The tlusic Of John Cage 


The story of what happened onr 
the US Is now the stuff of HipHop legend. Settling In the 
Bronx In the late 60s, he set up his own sound system 
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charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 



Compiled by The Wire Sound System 
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New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 
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January’s selected live events, club spaces and broadcasts 
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Free CD! Free magazines! 

Our New Year offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire 

and get ; 1 Bomb Hip-Hop CD or three extra issues — FREE! 


Return OfTheDJVols 1 &2 

Bomb Hip-Hop's two Return Of The D] 

re practically a 'how-to' guide 
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SMOKING CAUSES 
FATAL DISEASES 

Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 
6mg Tar 0.5 mg Nicotine 
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